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ROME STATUTE OF THE INTERNATIONAL CRIMINAL COURT

PREAMBLE
The States Partics to_this Statute,

Conscious that all peoples are united by common bonds, their

cultures picced together in a shared heritage, and concerned that this
delicate mosaic may be shattered at any time,

men have been victims of unimaginable atrocities that deeply shock the

consclence of humanity,

Recognizing that such grave crimes threaten the peace, security and
well-being of the world,

Alfirming that the most scrious crimes of concern to  the
international community as a whole must not go unpunished and that
their elfective prosecution must be ensured by taking measures at the

national level and by cnhancing international cooperation,

Determined to put an end to impumty f{or the perpetrators of these

crimes and thus to contribute to the prevention of such crimes,

Recalling that it is the duty of every Statc to exereise its criminal
jurisdiction over those responsible for international crimes,
Principles of the Charter ol the

Reaffirming  the Purposes  and

United Nations, and in particular that all States shall refrain from the
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